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™ a racially mixed Native rgns daughter.! I was born to Marilyn Ilima
ung and Clifton Kaukawilaohaupu Young in 1982, My parents are

class and are of Hawaiian, Chinese, German, and Irish heritage,
T, When asked how they self-identify; each responds with a simple, “T
Hawaijap » This claiming of Hawaiian as a specific nationality, today, is
2w, although such identity formation disturbs contemporary notions
ut ﬁﬂhnicity, what it means to be a U.S. citizen, and the political clas-
O of the 50t “spape The struggle for Hawaiian self-determination
“Teignty in the face of an ongoing U.S. military occupation is con-
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4 well as affective notions of belonging and ter-

race, gender, and sexuality
ions as an interface for

ritoriality? This essay seeks to articulate these tens
healing and solidarity between critical resistances aimed at undermining the
colonial logic embedded within the prison industrial complex (PIC).?

This essay is informed by both a political and personal commitment
towards ending the PIC through an anti-racist framework and the contex=
tual challenges of ongoing trans/gender queer phobia and settler colonial
violence.® I explore what it means to embody and be embodied by a state
of carceral refusal, by which I mean an evolving state of being and becom-
ing in which we advocate for the abolition of the PIC and the interrelated
logics of police brutality and militarism that continue to disappear poot
people, trans/ gender queer people, Native peoples, and people of color.

My lived experiences enable me to write this more-than-survivor
critique of the PIC. In 1989, at the age of seven, 1 watched helplessly as
white police officers arrested my mom, a woman of color, on an allega rio!
of forgery. Despite my screams and desperate attempts to resist the ar
my mom was yiolently torn from my arms and forced into a cop car Wi
attempting to pay our rent. At the time of the arrest, my dad was servin

overseas as an active member of the U.S. Army, and was unable ¢
us with him. Luckily, my brothers and I were taken in by our p
grandparents, Jenny Leialoha Keamo-Young and Clifford Munwai Ke
Young, into an overcrowded house on Puhano Street located behin:
Tamuras Supermarket in the hot and humid coastal town of Waian
the island of Oahu, where the majority of our ohana (extended famk
kinship network) currently reside.

My cousin Jacob, a child of my dad’s youngest sister, became
friend and sibling. Being the same age and mabu (trans/gender gt
Jacob and I were inseparable. We could trust one another to hold €
most sacred aspects of our lives. Under the careful tutelage of aso

cated yet down-to-earth cadre of grandparents, aunties, uncles, SIDHE
g served as @ forr

and cousins, whose gossip and occasional spankin
social control, Jacob and I came to understand the importance Of %
(collective responsibility) and ohana. In 1994, at the age of eleven;
I moved from Hawat'i to Washington state with my parents and
Jacob and T made every effort to stay in touch.

Then, in 2000, wanting to escape Waianae’s grow
and a saturated tourist and service industry, Jacob moved O
for new opportunities. I was able to get him a job with me 2
home. Here, we worked as nursing assistants, providing for the e

and p:}l;s[ical needs of elders in the home. We helped coworkers with
E:E; - o{rvhouts ;m}:l crisis situations and made sure that eldesr:v :v une:li
or. The job, however, proved parti okt
' ! : particularly demandi
EEEE.I following the death of a beloved elder at work, ]acollt:%;irll:iat sﬁm’:
abandg ;izn;gc adventures outside the stresses of caring for the dy?;; ;"f)dS
more appropriate use of his tim i
e s time at the age of eighteen.
- W}}rl 2 (})16,{:3{?1“:1[3 began to neglect his kuleana (collective %Sspiisibil-
g ed to return home with my car, I set out to find him. He
o djﬁ ;a(.)rttilhe night bc;lfoie, promising to return it in the m;:rn
ow up, the lack of a ride led to th fob
T.;lii fr};ew rlnore concerned for his safety and wcllb;?ng c\?[;}:zs ifgy ;.? :
i familti;n at_::lr1 that evening at his boyfriend’s apartmen.t-—a place tlllxatl }£
o ;
g ;::m T};e was chtunk, high, and annoyed by my lecture about
g . Things quickly devolved. In the end, I chased him i
i I1::I ment, spanked his back and bottom, retrieved my car k . mtz
. No i ' :
one was hurt, nothing was broken, and Jacob was laugl??;:gﬂe

Whole time HOW V Vv ]){ lll( e la] er arl‘]\,’e(l at m

. (s €I, bccausc Of th. y
: €5¢€ events i i
Pa-l ents hCIUSC aﬂd a.[rested me. :

¥

Poli ;
. ;:: :f;ﬁncers atlrl.flrr.nped up the charges. The white leaseholder of the
E restmnh,}g & cliltu .u:nd, was told by one of the police officers to file
vk Cti:r ?gaénft me. Unable to afford a private attorney; I took
e er’s fi vice and settled for the plea bargain. I did n,ot full
i :[V?l‘ll‘)’ of t‘hc charges being brought against me. Morf:)—,
% e dt; ender did not act in my best interest. I was charged
g e 2{ ‘:'nu‘ e seclond degree, a felony. The official report was tiat
e a'ssa:tltmngt w1th01..11: pc'rmission with the intent to steal or to
s r-he Czt::::;g c1rcu::lls;ances including the intimate and
B o oo erased from the official police and legal
B oot ; railroaded through the criminal justice
- ;1 :lt::;gd;r or support to challenge the legal framii&g of ms;rsctazl:
| e crm the outset thar the nuances of my conviction anci
e e ceration do not t‘:leny responsibility for the events of that
'_mspnnsibuity Ii:e an)tr}rlan_e person's actions. Rather, as someone who values
R . n; clrjcea aie 1nst‘1tul.:i0nal structuring of my subject positions
aan ethnia,ﬂy Irur upbringing and nationality as a Hawaiian, m :
b . y mixed brown person of color, my being of gt
e, l.md and my gender/sexual identi A
In e s i anity as trans/gender queer—far
BOrical monikers for th 831 amn?g of justice—served precisely as cat-
r the forms of discipline and punishment I received.

ing meth €f i
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In “Incarceration and the Imbalance of Power,” lAﬂgel?i Dalv:s ;zimnts
out that, “Class and racial bias, although‘ ofte.n U‘mntcnnona”?ar;] tu::—
conscious, exist at every step of the [crimmafl justice] Pm.c':lss. e;) 1th
fundamental changes—significant increases i pcrlosecutm:j pc(l)wal, i
minimization of public defense functions and Eideeeie g ici .
cretion—Davis connects systemic failures to dlsp‘ropomo.n?te r;tezlor
incarceration among the poor/working cl.aSS:, and Lommullltle: ,.:blc_liné
Additionally, she describes the current crlmmal sys.tt":m as‘t}.:ss [mec)lyl i
justice” whereby one’s freedom is placed in Coglpetlt.lon ;\nu digial. S
ratings, underfunded public defense reams an rﬁstrlthﬂ j s Ed i ;
In other words, criminal convictions like mine are prlmar(; y’ as o
prosecuror’s ability to secure convictions, a pt_lbhc defc; ei;di‘:;z; .
and pay rate, and a mandatory sentenc\? relqu(;f‘emﬁnt. ht; ad Comn;uni—
cause these charges unfairly impact historically disenfranc lsc o
ties in different ways, there is a prcssl'mg need :z Eﬁz :qct;tc :Sr ;c; :J;le -
nder racial violence within the contex st 1
i:io%iﬁng to Scott Lauria Morgensen, “Settler lcoiomallsm p;oillii;t:gnz
colonial necropolitics that framed Native peoples as queer pop

ked for death.” b )
i t;\fter my arrest, I was taken to the Thurston County Jail in Olym

pia, Washingron, where I was booked, fingerprinted, cavity s_earf:hcc:;,aﬁi
forced to remove the breast enhancement from my bra, stripping i
in front of several white men. These police officers and t:orn:c:}mnable -
were incredibly rude, moving the in-take process from uncomfortabic

- t..
unbearable. As a non-op trans woman new to the carceral systcm,bl 'ws.n I
m . m d af ing m the off ing 0
ed sy pathy. I imagine that after hearing me out, the 0 cers, being

ould see the error of their ways and simply

i jud t, W
el e d in community custody for twenty days.

let me go. Instead, I was place

Community custody, ‘
i ith special needs.

ders, the mentally ill, and those Wit ' " :

oﬁ'enlsrz ity s afety was precariously mitigated bgt t;e:i

guaran teed. Facing daily, threats of ph}sical and sexual abuse by both &t

idivi i i ho protect=
divists, I befriended several inmates w '
guards and cellblock recidivists e Thop

sbout the nature of incarcerations
d bodies of the imprisoncss

ed me from physical violence in ex
I began to notice something strange i
in particular, its imposition on the minds an
prompting a number of inmates to t

sight
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according to one of the guards, was reserved for s&X

Jke personal responsibility for a SYS"

tem of failure beyond their control—a system .bu.llt on hiding 1":}1 [:) g
the institutional, historical, and material limits of persona ‘

From a Native Trans Daughter

I remember my cellmate blaming himself for being poor and unable to
find employment to support his family. Another inmate blamed himself
for having severe depression. Taking on the failures of a system without
critically examining the limits of personal choice often led a number of
cellmates to conflate their sense of responsibility with issues beyond their
control.

The criminal justice system’s failure to incorporate more than penal
options for offensive behavior continues to structure a settler colonial pe-
nal code that carries with it two harmful effects. First, it reduces people’s
needs for healing and justice to a carceral logic premised on domination,
isolation, and criminalization. Second, it denies culturally appropriate
healing practices that incorporate the ohana and the lived wisdom of el-
ders. Despite the tumultuous nature of our relationship at any given time
in the past, Jacob and I have learned much from each other. Certainly, as
cousins, we have had many disagreements, fights, and problems. None-
theless, we have always managed to resolve our grievances outside the
legal system, particularly with the help of those who actually love and care

abour us.

3

As a convicted felon and Native trans woman of color, I am aware
that multiple stigmas and intersecting oppressions attempt to circum-
scribe my will to empowerment. As a Hawaiian nationalist, I encounter
this in the form of erasure. Erasure conditions the illegal occupation of my
country by the United States.” It restricts my ability to claim a Hawaiian
national citizenship. This means that I am inoculated into a U.S. Nation-
State citizenry by force and not by choice. Likewise, a felony charge places
restrictions on employment. At the university level, I have received several
rejection letters that read: “Unfortunately, because of your criminal con-
viction, you are not eligible to apply for x position.” Troubling as it may
be, university employers are all too willing to take money: for tuition and
related expenses from working-class students with criminal backgrounds,
but will be the first to deny these same students gainful employment.

Once convicted, it is difficult to escape the moral suspicion of a settler
state legal system, a legal system premised on the oppression and elimina-
tion of underserved communities, Native peoples and peoples of color,
particularly Native trans/gender queer people of color. Regarding my con-
viction, I recall an employer once telling me, “We all do things we regret,”
just before denying me a job to work with struggling LGBTQ youth.

Anthropologist Patrick Wolfe uses the term “settler colonialism” to
define a network of consolidated power and the formation of a community

87



Captive Genders

the Native inhabitants. Accordingly, settlers

by settlers without regard for
f indigenous populations from the

are complicit in the forced removal o
land they claim. By eliminating and alienating indigenous peoples and their
cultural practices, a settler colonial society can then claim ownership over
territory without engaging in actual struggles that center indigenous peo-
ples and their needs. The legal system has long been the site for legitimiz-
ing this process of land and cultural dispossession and ongoing indigenous
alterity. According to this logic, at any point one can be silenced and fore-
ibly pushed into camps and reserves and be labeled threatening to a liberal
sensibility that sees itself as progressive, civil, modern, and multicultural.
As counter-neoliberal activists combat police brutality and the con-
comitant forces of administrative and racial gender violence,® critical
and intellectual scholarship must articulate what it means to exist within |
and resist against multiple, intersecting sites of oppression and a trans-
horizontal push for solidarity among multiple lived fronts of oppression;
and exploitation. As Princess Harmony Rodriguez points out in Whe
Lives Matter?: Trans Women of Color and Police Violence, “We must exp
the conversation surrounding police brutality to include trans women
who have been victimized or murdered by police.” Rodriguez highlights
the case of Nizah Morris, a black trans woman from Philadelphia who
died after being hit in the head with a gun by police officers. She co
ues, “Black and/or Latinx transgender people often find ourselves the ta
get of increased police hostility, because of white supremacist, transphobi¢
policing being distinctly opposed to our continued existence.” In line
Rodriguez’s critique of white supremacy and transphobia, more ¢
tive work must also historicize and archive the lived experiences of ind
enous trans women of color in the PIC, particularly within the cont
of settler colonialism, which involves the elimination of Native bodl
cultures, and territories to make room for a settler state. As Judith Butl
reminds us, “dispossession is precisely what happens when populatio
lose their land, their citizenship, their means of livelihood, and beco
subject to military and legal violence.”"* To add to Butler’s observati
dispossession is also intimately tied to settler colonial violence and
de-personalization of this violence through cultural and lived experi
The historical and political ideologies of sertler colonialism nat
ize the abusive forces of the police through families, communities, pri
and public organizations. For example, celebrated newspaper ciif
and photos of my great grandmother, herself a Hapa Haole (half
:an/half White)—the first woman o serve in the Honolulu Police Dep
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ment—reinforced the notion i i i
were II:fllu‘:re to ensure commun;It;fTIZdI?:gvti}éitaltthE:{me it
: ( ) 3
. destr\:rli\;::; (;w:‘;ct:m? _pamculal"[y after observing and experiencing
e of incarceration and police violence firsthand—
incarceration]__] abaﬂ;:{l;sor;ment.of my mother and then later my own
o Tb my hil:mcrai empathy for a police state. This is
s rw;lr eliberate d.lsda.m for all police officers. However, a
e e cstzs. in the interests spawned by private enterprise
g Setéer mloniall: police enfochment and brutality. We draw atten:
SR e ism a‘nd the historical linkages between surveillance
o ; s arceration, and N;iltive dispossession to illustrate th,
S[chc thgs ci anomg U.S. Imperialism in Hawai'i. A
. smei”ai C':Smo.'sc,lj w.hn]':ia Christian missionaries from the U.S. have
i e i uSClp me] gender, sexual, and family-making prac-
continue unabatef[ toda; gczgcf)s[:dilizfz t;:agly SlIl(d.lahpmaJ .
T : - eDeen Keahiolalo-Karas
tadepofl?ii g??éinfnsfd?hgf Kaman.awa IT in 1848 introduced a “s;Sz:
o ; smembering of Hawaijan political leadership.
- Obsew; thi I: lI_-l'ldIEd Hawaiians were held at gunpoint and
ously charged by missit;:mnfi‘;.::gs ?‘rfra t::[l-reszccwi I*Il_I sl 1
e : murder of his wife, the chief
spe(fa s va?giff; rIl::lsscon for ev#-dot:rs.” According to the author, ":haj
L ellmpfartam hl_St.onca[ analytic from which to observe
e e:;a elcr:wfe [:eﬁmlnajn and prosecution of Hawaiians as
in the order of th[i)ngs f[\flr:st nzt:ail;;F isnde;thlflepresemed B
o il , In the Hawaiian context, it furthe
L ordert?ﬂh::[::ri lgzzr;arc}éy and Chri:stian domination for restoringr
et oﬁtlcajan , by extension, alienated Hawaiians from
i {{Jd ld Fp.Fwer, further codifying Hawaiian bodies as
In recent ,ﬁnd' o' h .
B ok u:gst 1tc:[: Oﬂice.of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA), in an
S Cﬁmmzzjnut' ed The Disparate Treatment of Native Hawai-
i O?Sﬁ“ System, observes that, while Hawaiians only
o :e :atge(ileral pop’ulation of Hawai'i, they comprise
e [.ke C;)Jopulanon.‘5 A laudable achievement for
e e dl' ¢ OHA, the summary documents stories of
o el ;;edo :slt:ntihni pabysmall s;att; of Hawaiian incarcera-
o : ortant job of raisi
dWaiians and their experiences in the U.JS. crimina??ui::;c:yiiifoﬁg
»
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occlusion of mahu (trans/gender queer) and aikane (gay queer) emphasiz-
es the need for an indigenous analysis of gendered captivity narratives in
order to challenge the entrenched ideologies of white hetero-patriarchy
and settler sexual colonialism both within and without Native communi-
ties and communities of color.

Stories by and about mahu incarceration challenge romantic ideas
about Hawaiian national solidarity. Because trans/gender queer individu-
als are criminalized, incarcerated, and imprisoned at a higher rate than our
cisgender (non-trans) relatives, our stories provide a meani ngful critique of
prisons, camps, and reservations as temporal and spatial sites that reinforce
a white heteronormative and cissexist hierarchy. It is within these spaces
that the bodies of Native trans/gender queer peoples and people of color
are bruralized and codified as disposable. Stories by, for, and about mahu
also subvert the dominant narrative about bz lahui (the Hawaiian nation)
as a puritanical project, pressing scholars to indigenize and decolonize our
theorizations of gender captivity and indigenous self-determination; that
is, the ways in which race, sexuality, and gender structure and subvert the.
colonial mapping of our relations to community, land, and ideas about
the body, justice, and wellbeing,

Angela Davis reminds us that prisons “relieve us of the responsibil-
ity of thinking about the real issues afflicting those communities from
which prisoners are drawn in such disproportionate numbers.”6 Genter-
ing Davis’s observation within our analyses for prison abolition is key to
emboldening social responsibility rather than hiding settler colonial pro-
cesses, institutional racism, trans-queer phobia and poverty. By deflect-
ing the responsibility of institutional failures onto poor, trans/gender
queer and communities of color, possessive whiteness goes unchecked
and the hegemonic forms of ignorance proliferate. Subsequently, the sto-

ries of Black, Latino, and Native young people who now have a greater
chance of going to prison and war than getting a decent education re-

main under-theorized."” In addition to existing within the dangerous.
nexus of race, class, and gender, indigenous peoples and peoples of color
are disproportionately inoculated into service for a white-dominated.

U.S. imperial project.

According to Linda Tuhiwai Smith, there are four key ways to con-

ceptualize imperial domination: (1) imperialism as economic expansion,

(2) imperialism as subjugation of others, (3) imperialism as an idea or

spirit with many forms of realization, and (4) imperialism as a discursive

field of knowledge.' Aiding imperialism within the U.S. context is the _
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Milicary Ind‘ustrial F]omplex or MIC, which, like the PIC, refers to the
com.plex pcihcy relationships berween governments, the armed forces, and
the industrial sector in maintaining dominion and control over na,tural

proclaim to make the world safer or better. Similarly, the PIC refers
r%-u: contractual relationships between the various businesses and or; ns' :
tions that promote correctional facilities and their related services gznﬁ:;
i nature, both the MIC and the PIC require dispossession and (;x Lot
tion of l?isrorically and economically disenfranchised populations 5;: su:_
tain capitalist goals, A dialogical tool for critiquing both the MIC c;
the PIC s to illustrate how these institutions actually make life Jess se;.lt.lre
and‘ more hostile despite purporting to do otherwise. One of the hidd
reaht.les of the PIC, in particular, is the fact that it is more concerned w';rl]
creating jobs and filling up cells for profit than actually making commu:u?
tes safer. Hence, the war on drugs is a political and militaristic move to
excite the economy, to create more jobs for junior partners while remaj
Ing remarkably unsuccessful in addressing underlying problems of hj i
cal trauma, institutional violence and poverty. >
y Thfc war on dn{gs c.onditions Fhe <:‘thural and material underpin-
Ings of settler colonial violence against indigenous and racialized trans/
gender queer communities. Keahiolalo-Karasuda recounts the triangylar
connections between opium scandals, U.S, militarism in Hawai’i ang th
overthrow of Hawai'i’s [ast monarch, Queen Liliuokalanj 1 In th:: 1890 ;
the children of the missionaries in Haaij participated in t.he opium econs:
::1}'. (rinuccil to .d)e _dlsappr.oval of Queen Liliuokalani, who, in response,
iz.nsl Ere legislation to license opium, understanding that decriminal.
ﬂ :gs‘g ;_I Z iemvegrw:;ll’ﬂd allow the government 1o decrease its punitive prac-
b , this rnov? o.nly threatened the interests of the American
smessn::cn, who, by this time, opposed all forms of Hawaian taxatio
and publicly caricatured the Queen as immoral, indolent, and unint, H'n
gent. They continued their assault by threatening to kil aIl, of the Q o
supporters if she did not abdicate her throne. With no other choic:e:hn:
)

if(tilel::ai a E-l()dcm nation-state, Queen Liliuokalan; was a direct threa to
o ;;: white supremacy and heteropatriarchy. Spending nearly eighteen
. S I captivity, the queen maintained her rightful claim to the king-

°m and its lands. In 1898, o the steps of the Tolan; Palace, American
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annexationists, however, had other plans. Pouring salf on F:lan aJrc?(;lgrii::;
tering wound of occupation, they l?wercd the Hawa;xaﬁq ag, clhuis it
pieces and replaced it with the American flag. .Shortly o cgvlri% i unde;
the Hawaiian language was banned in public schoc.ls_. y c,l o
the Hawaiian Homelands Act, American patcrnz}! poletlcs rose ‘todi eenous
blood quantum policy—further reducing H.awal'lans. roi}n an du:, g;l i
people with national autonomy to an c:thm’co minority bound by a U.
nation state framework of multiculruralism.* it oy
By implicating the modern nation state, aka civil s:f)gety, as it
of continued sexual violence against women of C0101:, ‘ ur strateg o
combat violence within communities (scxu;%l} do mcst.m v1oience? nlucsom-
informed by approaches that also CDml')fflt v10]enc.c direr.:tc agmf}]ismism
munities, including state violence—police l?rutili:ty, prisons, mi Crm;‘
racism, colonialism, and economic exploitat:mn. _ As a formht:r rapeﬁered
counselor, Andrea Smith observed Bhe \zays :ln whlacih ZZXL:?\I);}I ::;C :1{:\1 aﬁve.
by women of color was both gendered and racialized: ™ e
ffers abuse, this abuse is an attack on her identity as a w
:’n‘};‘ ;nnastl:ack on her identity as Native because she liers the al?uscc;(:l :llz
cultural group. The issues of colonial, race and gender .opir;lsm::der i
be separated.”® In the same vein, she notes how pat_na:cf hg- e
lence inscribed hierarchy and domination on t}le bthes _0 1t e co o
She writes, “Ironically, while enslaving W()l‘m?ﬂs bodies, ;0 omz}::rs‘o gws'
that they were actually S{)Hé.ehﬂ\; frt.eeing I\.Ian:i IT%;r;e:a r:c;Tp; nz S[:[];:ith,s
ion’ supposedly faced in Native nations. . :
Sall?ariyz:;czf pI;ItJernali:m as co-constitutive of US ;juon;lstite ;ilzzt)lzsr
with native peoples by observing how hetero-patriar 1 y afn Eof Su e
subjugation of Native and trans/gender queer people ;) -;:gin pp
possessive investment in white supremacy and empire buil g. .
Though it is difficult to envision a world without prisons, 2.
racism and sexism, the deconstruction pHOEess of these sy:ltems tg %
with critical resistance. Frantz Fanon wrote, “In the coloni clom:exﬁley
we have already pointed out, the natives ﬁgh‘t among thf:mse' vesl;m thé
tend to use each other as a screen, and each hides from hlls r1f:1ghdat .
national enemy.”* In other words, as oppressed peoPle i.ig (:it ovz;d }E'r -
day struggles, placing blame on one another, attention is .er:ras < i
the larger conceptual foundations t.ha.t repro#uc? continui gle); i
cognitive, and social oppressions. It is imperative in our strugg

ive i i i 5 heteropds
eration that we challenge possessive investments in whiteness,?® heterop

triarchy, capitalism, and settler colonialism.
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Under colonial rule, racialized and gendered bodies are assigned
specific roles to maintain the modern state of capitalism and are alienated
from indigenous ways of relating to each other and to the world. Con-
sequently, the alienation of racialized and gendered bodies conditions
governmental and private agents to surveil populations as if we are the in-
ternal threats to national security. Implicitly, we are marked by the prison
system as jaded stockpiles of vengeance-seckers looking to exact revenge
for past wrongs, people who are in need of control, discipline; and pa-
ternalism. In order to combat these reductive and over-deterministic im-
ages, it is important that we continue to share our stories, tell our truths,
and make visible the interconnected articulations between our struggles
while making room for acknowledging the incommensurability of our
individuated circumstances, differences, histories, lived experiences, and
cultural traditions.

In 2015, as a doctoral candidate in anthropology at the University of
Washington Seattle, my incarceration in 2001 seems worlds away. None-
theless, T still embody the spirit of that young Native trans woman, the
girl who refused to deny her womanhood in the face of carceral violence,
the young girl who scratched police officers for tiking her mother away
and then used those same fingernails to maintain her eyebrows while in
the dimly lit cellblock bathroom of the Thurston County Jail. At the cor-
ner of NE 45 Street and 16" Avenue NE, near my academic department
in Denny Hall, she appears in street art: “No More Prisons” and “Don’t
Let Your Dreams Die Here,” reminding me that the work of abolition
must intimate a deeper decolonial framework of solidarity and critical
resistance that moves through and against institutional barriers and im.
positions. She reminds me that an articulation of shared liberation for all
oppressed peoples—a desiring subjectivity in continual remaking—must
also take to heart an indigenous abolitionist imaginary, one rooted and
fouted to evolving ideas abour self-determination, anti-racism, trans/ gen-
der queer empowerment, de-militarism, and prison abolition.

NOTES
The title of this article pays homage to Hawaiian feminist scholar-activist
Haunani-Kay Trask, and the coveted title of her polemical work From A Native
Daughter: Colonialism and Sovereignty in Hawaii (Honolulu: University of
Hawaii Press, 1999), a critical examination of feminist, Native, and ethnic
tensions within and without the contextual frameworks of Hawaiian sovereigney
and related movements for self-determination and autonomy.
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detailed read on the evolving notions of Hawaiian sofrcrcig:dtf_
Fl;ﬂ;\z:;aﬂ Rising: Hawaiian Movements for Life, Land and S:;e;zgng;ﬁgh;
;oelani Goodyear-Kaopua, Tkaika thsey, and Erin Kahunaaw; a
(Durhar;;eD;rl:oI:r;::le:rgrisllx?‘refers to the contractual rclationiu;zi
Pl:ect:v::n the various businesses and organizationsd.lth;; c[::):).ll:t;tli ::;;el:;ums of
facilities and their relared services. For more about the i
a police state—particularly for @s;gc?dc; 11;::;1)203 ; :?T}am oo
D'cm'l T I(\]r;m::k‘le%:SI:iTg;:a:;;, 2011). Also, for further reading on
erm. i ilr:ccrfa):;ne‘for conflicting ideologies, visions, and bpowe_r dynal:z:s. |
- Ensrl{':n\;'fl::n Gilmore's Golden Gulag: Prisons, Surplus, Crists, arzd(}(;?ppa 7
ﬁ“(;},’:bg!fzing California (Berkeley: University of California Pra::ss, 2':]&[)1.1;i o
":lik to thank Janet Mock and Maile Arvin who speak to the issue o e
: i : in Hawai'i and raise the need for indigenous cngagfemcnts Wl.l Aﬂm
razsn:t:;ic and trans/gender queer studies. For further rza;:l\lrll'lg :}Z i\::; :s e
it : i : nialism an ti- the
Pic‘fe “fosse:gs}i)ons OEXE;::;S; S;Zdz;l(i:;l cj'oumal Decolonization: Indzgm
Paurlc,' WI:_;C Sa‘::'sgfpon June 2, 2014 (https:a"a’dccolonization.wcrdplic;:
Edmmw:l anet Mock’s New York Times Bestseller, Redefining R.eczbma'.ks ly
Also, rcan bJ ood, Identity, Love & So Much More (New York: Atria Bo;) ._,s i
;er::rz on the lived experiences of anti-bla.ck racism .and :;n;g;:muw'
formation in Hawai’i. While I agree that antl-h}?ck ra;l:lslm o
life in Hawat’i, it is imperative that mixed Hfawanan scho :.u's e
indigenous epistemologies from the oo of possessive ] ve v
ou::-l 1n‘xarﬁina]i:r.za.tic'ﬂ as a radical act of decolonial refusal and collecti
an
i ressed and exploited groups. y -
“V:'ja;l:i:P:Iawai’i is kneffm for having the la:rgest Hawla;a:ltt I;z,:l:l;a;idﬁ@ _
indigenous Hawaiian population, anywhere in the w;r . -
ion burdened with disproportionate rates o unembp ¥ "
i POPUImocT low life expectancy due to a number of ecological, pu .
po:rtc}:],i;ncal fzctors. For more on Waianae, read Potent Mana: Lm!- g
zzd E]ml’ing (Albany: SUNY Press, 201 2) by chdc(];::;lzal_l;c::fa!; ﬂﬂg:s il
Fermantez’s “Re-Placing Hawaiians in dis Place We ;
?l'ijt:rlm Kuleana, or collective responsibility, des?ribi:s the ifattb:rli:!vr:l:vﬂe
into one’s extended relational network. These obligations o ; .
mul ral and material resources and reinvesting these resources in -
:elat:ilonsh.ips of self, family, community, nation, and more-than-

94

10

11

12

13

From a Native Trans Daughter

Davis's article can be found in Invisible Punishment: The Collateral Consequences
of Mass Imprisonment, eds, Marc Mauer and Meda Chesney-Lind (New York:

New Press, 2002), 62,

Scott Laurja Morgensen’s “Settler Homonationalism; Theorizing  Settler
Colonialism Within Queer Modernities” was published in GLQ: A Journal of
Lesbian and Gay Studies 16, no. 1-2 (2010): 105-131, The article explores both

the limits of homonationalism as a specific project of queer modernity and seeks

to queer the discursive limits of settler colonial theory,

The Apology Bill (1993), signed by former U.S. president,
acknowledges the illegal overthrow of the Hawaiian kingdom by the United
States, for example, erases tesponsibility for serdlement claims on behalf of
Hawaiian nartional subjects, including claims to 1.8 million acres.of land and
self-governance on a non-blood quantum basis,

For more information on the concept of racial gender violence, read Mart

Bill Clinton, which

Numbers: A 21= Century
Prolegomenon of the U.S. Black Transgender Experience” in Black Sexualities:
Probing Powers, FPassions, Practices, and Policies, eds, Juan Battle and Sandra L,
Barnes (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2010),

Princess Rodriguez published this article throwgh the blogsite Black Girl
Dangerous, December 9, 2014, http:Nwww.blackgirldangerous.orng{}14!121’
whosc-Iives-martcr-trans-women~coior—policc-vio!encef.

Judith Butler and Athena Athanasiou, Dispossession: The Performative in the
Political (Cambrid.gc: Polity Press, 2013).

Marriage was nor a customary practice in pre-colonial Hawat’i. As Hawaiian
scholars like Leilani Basham and Kehaulani Kauanyi point out,

in the days of
ka poe kahiko (ancient Hawaiians,

those who lived in Hawai'i before European
arrival), there was no need for martiage. As some in the Hawaiian community
joke, divorce translated to simply moving one’s sleeping mat to the other side of

the hale (Hawaiian house) or next to someone else. Also, read more about the

and political control in J- Kehaulani Kavanui, Hawaiian Blood: Colonialism and
the Politics of Sovereignty and Indigeneity (Durham: Duke University Press, 2008),
RaeDeen Keahiolalo-Karasuda, “A Genealogy of Punishment in Hawai'i: The
Public Hanging of Chief Kamanawa I1," Halili 6 (2010); 147-167.

Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA), The Disparate Treatment of Native Hawaiians

n the Criminal Justice System, 2010, accessed February 2, 2015, heep:/fwww,
oha.org/research,

. Angela Y, Davis, Are Prisons Obsolete? (New York: Seven Stories Press, 2003), 16,

Davis, Are Prisons Obsolete?.
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Captive Genders

Linda Tuhiwai Smith, Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indig
Peoples (London: Zed Books, 2012), 21. .
RaeDeen Keahiolalo-Karasuda, «Carceral Landscape in Hawai'i: The Polit
Empire; the Commodification of Bodies, and a Way Home," in Abolition
Ten Years of Strategy and Struggle Against the Prison Industrial Complex, ed. The

Kauanui, Hawaiian Blood.
Andrea Smith, Conquest: Sexual Violence and American Indian Genoc

(Cambridge, MA: South End Press, 2005), 25.
Ibid., 26.

Ibid.
Erantz Fanon, Black Skin, White Masks (New York: Grove Press, 1952), 13+

Read George Lipsitzs Possessive Investment in Whiteness: How White People
from Identity Politics (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1998) for
analysis on the ways chat whiteness structures modernity and concurre

of ownership and belonging.
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